AAVL Business Meeting Minutes

July 17, 2021

President Jeff Thom called the meeting to order at approximately 1 p.m. It took some time to determine who all the members were as many zoomed in with phone numbers. Approximately 46 members and three guests were in attendance.

Treasurer’s report: Kathy Gerhardt submitted the following report.
AAVL Yearly Financial Report July 17, 2021

July 1, 2020, through June 30, 2021

 

STARTING BALANCE 7-1-20 $7782.95

REVENUE
Dues $1510 (includes 2 Life Memberships)

Donations $118.00

ACB Convention Registrations $620.00

MMS $60.00

TOTAL $2308.00

EXPENSES
Bank Service Charge $13.00

Dues to ACB $325.00

ACB Auction $100 Visa Card plus fee $105.95

IRS Nonprofit Reinstatement Fee $275.00

D.C. 2-Year Business Filing $80.00

Zoom Annual Charge $160.77

VisionServe Alliance Membership $500.00

PayPal Fees $19.16

TOTAL $1478.88

ENDING BALANCE 6-30-21 $8612.07.

Her report was accepted without discussion.

Nominating committee report and Elections: Regina Brink, chair of the nominating committee, announced the committee’s slate as follows:  President, Jeff Thom; Vice President, Doug Powell; Secretary, Sharon Strzalkowski; Treasurer, Kathy Gerhardt. Board of Directors:  Peggy Garrett, Anisio Correia, Karyn Campbell, and Sandy Troiano. 
The officers were all elected by acclamation, as were Peggy, Anisio, and Sandy. Sue Staley was nominated from the floor to run against Karyn, and Sue was elected. Jeff reminded everyone that the officer terms would only be for one year. Elections should have taken place for them last year but didn’t because of the pandemic.

Constitution and Bylaws: Jeff and the committee proposed an amendment to Bylaw 9. Jeff explained that the DC Code which AAVL is under, states that all members must have the right to vote even if they aren’t attending in person. Our constitution doesn’t allow for this, but we were able to do it this year because we are still under the emergency laws set forth because of the pandemic. These will most likely not be in effect next year. Amending Bylaw 9 will allow AAVL’s president to call special business meetings during the year between conventions as needed.  A motion was made, seconded, and after much discussion passed. Bylaw 9 now reads:

By-Law 9. Amendments
“These Bylaws may be amended at any annual business meeting by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of those members present and voting according to voting procedures contained herein, provided that both the original language and the proposed amending language shall be read. All amendments made to these Bylaws shall become effective at the close of the annual meetings of the year at which they are adopted. The president may call a special meeting with 30 days notice for purposes of considering amendments to the bylaws.” 

The goal of this bylaw is to have the constitution and Bylaws committee develop any amendments needed to allow for some form of virtual voting at business meetings in the future and Jeff will call a special business meeting in the fall to vote on these amendments.

The committee had proposed changes to Bylaw 3, but that amendment was withdrawn. After much discussion the proposed changes to Bylaw 1 were deferred until the fall meeting.

Advocacy issues: The chair of the Advocacy committee, Doug Powell, as well as Anisio Correia reported that 32 questionaires had been requested for county Area Agencies on Aging offices and six had been returned. They will start making calls again in the fall to see how other interested participants are doing with this project. Jeff reported that pursuant to a resolution adopted in 2020, AAVL requested that ACB President Dan Spoone sign on to a letter to the Administration on Community Living. Dan did, and the letter was posted to the AAVL list by Jeff on July 9. 
Anisio reported on the work of the National Aging and Vision Loss Coalition. The coalition has developed a proposed law on services to seniors with vision loss which includes a provision for the formation a new agency under the Secretary of Health and Human Services, the Office of Aging and Vision Loss. The bill would also target funding from various sources, including Medicaid, Medicare, the Older Americans Act and increases in funding for the Older Individuals who are Blind program.
ACB Elections: Jeff encouraged members to email or call him before contested elections if they want their vote to be considered as part of AAVL’s three votes.

Fundraising: Sue Staley reported that the cookbook is going well; recipes are coming in. They must be original, not from other cookbooks. She expects to receive more after the convention. Paul Lewis stated that we will be doing a fundraiser with a company called Terry Lynn’s which sells nuts, chocolates, etc. It’s based in California and got excellent reviews from Karyn Campbell and Jeff Thom. Paul plans to run a fundraiser from mid-September through Halloween, and another one after Thanksgiving for Christmas. We would make 50 percent on our sales. He asked anybody with other fundraising ideas to let him know.

Open Discussion—Jeff then opened the floor for members to discuss various topics and concerns. Our Oregon affiliate is planning to promote pedestrian safety on White Cane Safety Day. Margie Donovan announced that the California affiliate holds a support group every Friday from 10-11 a.m. Pacific Time and they would like to reach out to people experiencing sight loss who are not currently in ACB. 
Jeff announced that he plans to form a membership committee after the convention. Frank Welte encouraged AAVL members to form state affiliates, since so much of the work has to be done on the state level. 
Paul Lewis expressed his concerns for pedestrians who have to walk on roundabouts and how he feels there should be audible pedestrian signals. Finally, it was noted that many people who are losing their vision don’t want to admit that they are blind.

The meeting was adjourned at 4 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Jean Mann,

Acting Secretary
