Alliance on Aging and Vision Loss
Annual Business Meeting Minutes

July 24, 2022
President Jeff Thom called the meeting to order at 7:05 PM.  There were 28 participants as of that time, and others came later in the meeting.  All on the board were present.

Renee Zelickson moved and Jean Mann seconded the approval of the July 17, 2021 business meeting minutes, and the motion passed.

Kathy Gerhardt sent a detailed treasurer’s report to the board, and will send it out to all members shortly.  Our current balance is $11057.06. with a membership of 149.  Danette Dixon moved the passage of this report, and Renee seconded; the motion passed.

Regina Marie Brink led the nominations committee, with Sheila Young and Christy Crespin serving as well.
Kathy Lyons moved an Renee seconded a motion to declare Doug Powell as president, and the vote was passed by acclamation.  Anisio Correia as vice president, Sharon Strzalkowski as secretary and Kathy Gerhardt were chosen as officers.  Because an open board position resulted when Anisio became vice president, Jeff asked for nominations.  Sandy Troiano nominated Danette Dixon.   Kathy Lyons and Jean Mann seconded this; the motion passed.   We all welcomed Danette to the board.

Three amendments were proposed to our bylaws.  The original and proposed language is included here as well as the results for each amendment.

Amendment 2022-01
Author: Larry Johnson

Subject: Purpose

Description: This amendment replaces general words, such as "adults," with "older adults" to clarify the organization's focus on the concerns of older adults living with vision loss.

Status: Submitted to the membership for consideration at the 2022 AAVL business meeting.

Current Language
BYLAW 2:  Purpose
The purpose of the Alliance on Aging and Vision Loss is to strive to improve the well-being of adults experiencing vision loss:

A. Through a representative national membership organization primarily of people who are blind or visually impaired;

B. By advocating for the improvement of the social, economic and cultural status of adults with vision loss;

C. By providing support, information and consultation to adult blind and visually impaired individuals;

D. By supporting education awareness and adult rehabilitation programs for the blind and visually impaired;

E. By cooperating with public and private institutions and agencies of and for the blind and visually impaired;

F. By providing for the free exchange of ideas, opinions and information relative to matters of interest to adults who are losing vision through the publication of an accessible newsletter and other types of material;

G. By encouraging adults losing vision to realize their potential and assume their role as valued members of the community.

Proposed Language
BYLAW 2:  Purpose
The purpose of the Alliance on Aging and Vision Loss is to strive to improve the well-being of older adults experiencing vision loss:

A. Through a representative national membership organization primarily of older adults who are blind or visually impaired;

B. By advocating for the improvement of the social, economic and cultural status of adults, and especially older adults, with vision loss;

C. By providing support, information and consultation to adults, and especially older adults, who are blind or have low vision;

D. By supporting education awareness and adult rehabilitation programs for adults, especially older adults, who are blind or have low vision;

E. By cooperating with public and private institutions and agencies of and for people who are blind or have low vision;

F. By providing for the free exchange of ideas, opinions and information relative to matters of interest to adults, and especially older adults, with vision loss, through the publication of an accessible newsletter and other types of material;

G. By encouraging adults, especially older adults, losing vision to realize their potential and assume their role as valued members of the community.

This amendment passed.

Amendment 2022-02
Authors: Sandy Troiano and Frank Welte

Subject: Extension of term limits for President and Vice President

Description: This amendment specifies that the President and Vice President may be elected to more than two consecutive terms by a two thirds vote of the membership if no other candidates are available to serve in those offices.

Status: Submitted to the membership for consideration at the 2022 AAVL business meeting.

Current Language
BYLAW 6: BOARD OF DIRECTORS
...

The President, Vice President and Directors shall not be elected for more than two (2) two-year consecutive terms to the same office.  

Proposed Language
BYLAW 6: BOARD OF DIRECTORS
...

The President, Vice President and Directors shall not be elected for more than two (2) two-year consecutive terms to the same office. However, the President or Vice President may be elected to additional terms by a two thirds vote of the membership if there is no other candidate available to serve in those positions.

This amendment did not pass, and was referred back to the bylaws committee for additional consideration.

Amendment 2022-03
Authors: Sandy Troiano and Frank Welte

Subject: Maintenance of the member roster

Description: This amendment specifies that the Treasurer is responsible for the AAVL member roster, reflecting current practice.

Status: Submitted to the membership for consideration at the 2022 AAVL business meeting.

Current language
BYLAW 7: POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE CONVENTION, BOARD OF DIRECTORS, AND COMMITTEES
...

B. Officers and Directors of AAVL shall perform the usual functions of their offices as prescribed by Robert’s Rules of Order, Newly Revised, unless otherwise provided for herein.

1. The Recording Secretary shall furnish to each member of the Board of Directors a copy of the minutes of each Board meeting.  A general summary of all official actions at the annual business meeting shall be provided in the subsequent issue of AAVL’s newsletter.  The Recording Secretary shall have access to a roster of certified members.  A file of names and contact information of delinquent members shall be maintained by the Recording Secretary.

2. The Treasurer, in addition to the usual duties of the office, shall forward to the Recording Secretary the names and contact information of all members as received.  The Treasurer shall furnish a financial report at each meeting of the Board of Directors and an annual report at the yearly business meeting.

Proposed Language
BYLAW 7: POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE CONVENTION, BOARD OF DIRECTORS, AND COMMITTEES
...

B. Officers and Directors of AAVL shall perform the usual functions of their offices as prescribed by Robert’s Rules of Order, Newly Revised, unless otherwise provided for herein.

1. The Recording Secretary shall furnish to each member of the Board of Directors a copy of the minutes of each Board meeting.  A general summary of all official actions at the annual business meeting shall be provided in the subsequent issue of AAVL’s newsletter.

2. The Treasurer, in addition to the usual duties of the office, shall furnish a financial report at each meeting of the Board of Directors and an annual report at the yearly business meeting. The Treasurer shall also maintain the roster of certified members and a file of names and contact information of delinquent members.  Prior to each business meeting the Treasurer shall provide a list of the names of all current members to the Recording Secretary

This amendment passed.

Terry Pacheco is printing out labels for the large print cookbooks and they will be ready in the next few days. So far 59 cookbooks have been sold in various formats.  One suggestion is that people be given credit for their recipes, if we do another edition of the cookbook.

Penny Moss is the president of the Birmingham, AL chapter of ACB, and mentioned that one of the members is now on the local Area Agency on Aging board.   Paratransit is seriously lacking in much of Alabama, because the state has not matched the available Federal funding.
We have made about $50 from the candy sales through Terrilyn during the past year, and Paul Lewis was asked to put out the marketing information again.  Some members  mentioned that when calling in to Terrilyn, they have had difficulty getting their purchase credited to AAVL.  Kathy will look into this.

Sandy mentioned the Tuesday afternoon support call that she conducts for those with sight loss.  She asks that members join the call to help her and to show those struggling with sight loss that they can continue to live fruitful lives.

Jeff mentioned an upcoming call on scams and frauds, to be held on August 29 via the community call system at ACB.  More information will be forthcoming.

We took time to reflect on Jeff’s presidency with us, and the many milestones he has helped to accomplish: a new AAVL affiliate in Oregon,   bringing us to the attention of the Friday night Visibility community, numerous connections with agencies serving elders and much more.

Doug will conduct a brainstorming meeting early in August so as to get ideas about our path forward and who has an interest in which activity.

The meeting adjourned at 9:15 PM EST.

