Alliance on Aging and Vision Loss 
Board Meeting Minutes for October 5, 2025

President Doug Powell called the meeting to order at 8:05 PM ET, and all board members were present, as well as several guests.

The agenda was approved as written, with no additions.

The minutes as amended were approved and will be sent out to members.

Treasurer Kathy Gerhardt reported that our current balance is $15,184.85. Her report was approved by the board.

President Doug reported that the National Council on Aging has taken an interest in falls prevention with regard to people living with blindness and low vision.  Anisio Correia had received a summary citing the increased incidence of this problem in our population.  Anisio has been invited to the NCOA meeting on this topic in November, and suggested that Larry Johnson be on this team because of his long experience in the falls prevention arena.  Larry stressed the need to make training materials accessible in various formats; he said that the current training package does not have much emphasis on people with hearing and sight loss.

In a side note, Larry Johnson mentioned that National Council on Aging has a benefits program, which offers explanations of services by zip code.  Others in the group mentioned that American Printing House has an 800 number through which people can learn about blindness services in their state; Aph Connect can be reached at 800-232-5463.  It was suggested that we have a community call to explain their services.
Anisio Correia reported that the advocacy committee will meet on the fourth Thursday of the month, and that they will be drafting a concise communication about the Area Agency on Aging project and disseminating it to various lists within the American Council of the Blind.  Anisio mentioned that Hadley Helps has a new director of outreach, and that we should consider collaborating with them. He will set up a meeting for this purpose.  A member mentioned that Hadley has peer partners who assist newly blind people in navigating services.

Fundraising chair Paul Lewis was not able to attend this meeting. 
Danette Dixon reported that the September community call was a presentation on the Blind Kitchen and that the business owner did an excellent job.  The October call will feature Lee Nasehi of Vision Serve Alliance.  Danette is planning to begin convention committee calls in January.
Membership chair Chris Hunsinger is now able to work with the membership committee distribution list.  President Doug Powell will revamp a welcome letter for new members, and Chris will set up membership committee meetings.

Publicity chair Patricia Lipovsky was not present at the meeting.  Doug suggested that the committee be renamed Communications.  Sandy Troiano has resigned from her website    maintenance duties, and all in the group thanked her for her time and wonderful efforts.  Jeff Thom offered to take on this duty temporarily, and Sharon Strzalkowski will connect with webmaster Anette Carter with regard to sending out the minutes.  Larry Johnson offered to help keeping the website updated with new information as well.  Penny Reeder will be taking over as Hourglass editor, as Lisa George can no longer perform this service for us.
Sandy Troiano mentioned that there were approximately 30 people on the last Ins and Outs of Sight Loss in Later Life call, and was amazed at the way group members support each other.
Jeff Thom reported that Larry Johnson is our award winner, and that nominations will be sought for the award to be given at next year’s convention.
Our next meeting will be on Sunday, November 2, 2025 at 8 PM ET.  The group approved adjournment, and the meeting ended at 9:10 PM ET.
Respectfully submitted,

Sharon Strzalkowski

