Alliance on Aging and Vision Loss
Board Meeting Minutes

February 1, 2026
Vice President Anisio Correia called the meeting to order at 8 PM ET.  President Doug Powell could not be present, as he was at Ski for Light.  All board members and several guests were in attendance.

Jeff Thom and Danette Dixon moved to approve the agenda, and the motion passed.  Dawn Brush and Karyn Campbell moved to approve the January board meeting minutes, and the motion passed.

Treasurer Kathy Gerhardt was glad to report that our IRS problem has been resolved, and that we are now considered to be with full nonprofit status.  A manual fix to our status had to be initiated, as the automated method was not working.  We did not incur any penalty.  Our final balance for the month was $16,376.68.  As of February 1 82 members have renewed, and we currently have 32 life members.  The treasurer’s report  was accepted to be filed for audit by board approval.

Anisio Correia reported that there is no update on the National Council on Aging proposals that we submitted for their upcoming annual conference. The advocacy effort in the aging arena right now is to garner support from US senators regarding elder services.  Frank Welte mentioned that Lateefah Simon is a visually impaired senator in San Francisco, and that she should be contacted for her advocacy potential.  Larry Johnson suggested that we focus on contacting the third of the senators who are up for reelection. Vision Serve Alliance is preparing a fact sheet with talking points which Anisio will send to our AAVL list. While we do not want to compete with American Council of the Blind legislative imperatives, we could perhaps at least mention to our congresspeople that many blind and low vision adults have difficulty accessing health services and are more susceptible to problems such as falls.
Anisio also mentioned that the Area Agency on Aging project is ongoing.  There were two community calls with about 25 people per call, and the hope is to create a network of people who are working with their local AAA or senior center. Creating a history of stories about our dealings with these agencies would be helpful as well.

Anisio discussed the strategic planning meeting that occurred on January 13 for board members and committee chairs.  Each committee now needs to meet to discuss goals for the next three years.

Paul Lewis talked about fundraising efforts, and is looking for additional people to serve on the committee.  The board approved continuation of the AAVL walk team; only about 20 percent of our membership participated last year.  Anisio suggested that the committee provide recommendations of additional projects to the board at the next meeting and that the discussion be brought to the strategic planning group to determine what the purpose of are fundraising should be.
 The membership drive was then discussed, and there was a consensus that calls should begin in which people are reminded about paying their dues and can receive assistance with that if need be.  Sharon and Kathy will begin this work and several other people have offered to help in this effort.
Patricia Lipovsky spoke about publications efforts.  Sandy Burgess assisted her to construct a Facebook page for AAVL and we are beginning to get some traffic there.  Penny Reeder would like to be included on the publications committee.  Terry Pacheco has offered to send out the large print version of the Hourglass newsletter.
Jeff Thom said that the awards committee would be meeting his coming week.
Sandy Troiano reported that the Tuesday community call that she hosts continues to do well, with some 25 people at each session.

Danette Dixon reminded us that Claire Stanley, Director of Advocacy and Governmental Affairs for the American Council of the Blind,  will be our speaker  at the February community call; she will focus on Social Security updates.  The March call will focus on various kinds of phones: iPhone, Android and Blind Shell.  In April Rick Morin and perhaps others from the ACB media team will speak.  
Danette said that the Sunday AAVL lunch at our national convention in St. Louis will feature American Printing House for the Blind’s APH Connection help line, 800-232-5463.  We will again have our trivia session during the virtual portion of the convention, and will have a session on falls prevention at the in-person portion.
Our next meeting will be on Sunday, March 1, 2026 at 8 PM ET.  The meeting adjourned at 9:33 PM ET.
Respectfully submitted,

Sharon Strzalkowski

