Alliance on Aging and Vision Loss

Board Meeting Minutes

April 12, 2026

President Doug Powell called the meeting to order at 8:02 PM ET.  Board members Sharon Strzalkowski and Dawn Brush were not able to be present.  There were several AAVL members in attendance.

President Doug added a couple of items to the agenda: a request to assist with a donation to the ACB angel fund for Denise Colley, as well as a request for a stipend so that Doug could attend the Vision Serve Alliance conference coming soon. Karyn Campbell and Alice Ritchhart moved that these items be included, and the motion passed.

Danette Dixon and Karyn Campbell moved the acceptance of the March board meeting minutes, and the motion passed.

  Treasurer Kathy Gerhardt reported a final balance of $17,429.21 at the end of the monthShe provided membership gift cards toSandy Neuzil, Virginia;Jim Pulsoni of New York, and  Dharini Dobbins of California.  We now have 170 members, 33 of whom are life members.  We will have seven affiliate votes at the American Council of the blind convention in St. Louis.  The board voted to accept this report for audit filing.
Karyn Campbell and Danette Dixon moved that we continue to request a $15 affiliate donation on the registration form for the ACB convention, and the motion passed.  Jeff Thom moved and Kathy Gerhardt seconded a motion to have AAVL subsidize the turkey wrap lunch by $13 so that members will be paying $25 instead of $38.  The motion passed.
President Doug mentioned that we had a second strategic plan meeting and will be consolidating committee reports into one document. He mentioned that Cindy Hollis in our national ACB office has sent to all affiliates a checklist examining our strengths and weaknesses and where we might want help from the national organization.  After some discussion, the board decided to postpone this project until the fall, when we will have a new president and other officers.  Doug will send out the document for board review. We would use the help of our ACB board liaison Terry Pacheco as facilitator.  This checklist does not take the place of a membership survey or strategic plan, both of which are in the works.  Regina Brink mentioned that an in-depth presentation about this checklist was presented at the presidents’ meeting and could be available for us.
Danette Dixon and Jeff Thom moved that we provide a stipend of $1500 so that president Doug Powell can attend the Vision Serve Alliance in Columbus, Ohio at the end of May. Anisio Correia believes that Alliance on Aging and Vision Loss is becoming a recognized player in the blindness field, and that we need to keep a steady presence at such conferences.
Anisio Correia reported that there was no update on advocacy this month.

Paul Lewis reported that our AAVL walk team is available and that he will provide the link for us soon., $1500 is our goal.  He will initiate another fundraiser with Sees Candy for Mother’s Day soon.

Danette Dixon reported that our April AAVL call will feature the Georgia professor and his work on nonvisual diagnosis of dementia; the session will be at the unusual time of 5 PM ET because of his availability.  This session will be conducted as a webinar, and outreach will be made to Vision Serve Alliance members and others in the rehabilitation field.  Our May call          will be cell phones for seniors.  Danette stated that Sharon Strzalkowski, Larry Johnson and Sandy Troiano will participate in a panel during the ACB convention describing their experiences with senior services in their localities.  The convention Sunday lunch will feature fall prevention.
There was no membership report this month.

Patricia Lipovsky of the Communications committee reported that she sent out a blurb about AAVL to the rehab agency offices in her state of Florida.  She will share the blurb that she has composed so that we can also use it in our states. Jeff Thom remembered that we have a brochure and a public service announcement as well.

Sandy Troiano reported that there were 36 people on her Tuesday support call a couple of weeks ago, and that the average is 26.  Topics discussed recently have been what it is like to be different, and are there any advantages to sight loss.  
Jeff Thom said that there is still plenty of time for award nominations.

Larry Johnson reported that the Good Neighbor committee is putting together a policy document for board approval by August.  A sample application will also be presented.  The hope is to initiate this pilot program by January, 2027and to procure corporation and foundation grants.

Jeff Thom moved and Christy Crespin seconded a motion to provide a $100 gift card to the Darden Restaurant Group  for the ACB summer auction, and the motion passed.  Treasurer Kathy Gerhardt will work out the details with the winner.
Regina Brink will be sending out an email regarding any potential amendments to our bylaws.

Christy Crespin reported that the nominations committee has completed its work and that we have a slate.  The slate will be provided in the next issue of the Hourglass, to go out by June 11, and of course nominations can be made on the floor at our annual business meeting in July.

A question arose regarding the possibility of AAVL maintaining a phone number for members to use when they have questions.  Keeping a google phone number requires regular use or it is dropped within six months.  The membership committee will need to look into this request.

Our next meeting will be on Sunday, May 3, at 8 PM ET.  

Karyn Campbell and Danette Dixon moved that we adjourn, and the motion passed.  The meeting concluded at 9:34 PM ET.

Respectfully submitted,

Sharon Strzalkowski

