Alliance on Aging and Vision Loss
Board Meeting Minutes
June 1, 2025

President Doug Powell called the meeting to order at 8:02 ET.  All board members were present, as well as several guests.

Anisio Correia and Danette Dixon presented a motion to accept the agenda, and the motion passed.

Danette Dixon and Jeff Thom moved the passage of the minutes, and the motion passed.

Kathy Gerhardt presented the treasurer’s report, and indicated that we have an ending balance of $15,424.18.  Sharon Strzalkowski and Danette moved passage of the report, and the motion passed.

President Doug Powell reported a call with Vision Serve Alliance regarding the Teddie Joy Law, and Jeff Thom suggested that we contact senators in the fall when they are in their home districts.  Perhaps the proposed law will be reintroduced before primaries take place.

Doug said that he has appointed Christy Crespin as chair of the nominating committee, and Chris Hunsinger and Carol Francisco as co-chairs of the membership committee.  Regina Brink will serve as bylaws chair, and Alice Ritchhart will join Danette Dixon on the events committee.  Penny Reeder will assist Lisa George as co-editor of the Hourglass.  Jeff Thom will lead the wards committee.  Penny Reeder, Sandy Troiano and Patricia Lipovsky will serve on the publications committee.

With regard to the Hourglass, Anisio Correia mentioned that he needs a write-up about the AAA project and asked president Doug to send it to him.  Also, proposed bylaw changes need to be submitted to the Hourglass.  Penny Reeder mentioned the need for a newsletter logo.

Anisio Correia will serve as our delegate for the national convention in Dallas, and Sandy Troiano will be the alternate.  Doug Powell will be our nominating committee representative.

Anisio will be able to receive texts regarding affiliate voting, and Sandy will take calls and emails.  We will have caucuses to discuss voting, and Sheila Young would like us to discuss the potential outcome of the affiliate vote during these sessions.

President Doug would like to have periodic meetings of the committee chairs and will check with them to determine their preferences for frequency and timing.  

Sandy Troiano is requesting board members to review our website to determine if any items need to be changed, updated or withdrawn.  Board members can go to www.aavl-blind-seniors.org for this review.

Anisio Correia reported that the advocacy committee was not able to meet in May, and will resume activities after our national convention in July.  Larry Johnson mentioned that the elder locator site seemed to have disappeared for awhile, but is now available again.  Everyone is concerned about the possible impact of the Big Beautiful Bill regarding funding for councils on aging and other services for seniors.

Paul Lewis reported that Terrilyn, provider of candies and other sweet treats, has gone out of business.  He stressed the importance of contributing to our walk team; we can go to our website to find a direct link to the team.  Paul is still working to figure out whether Raise Right is accessible enough for us to use.  Donna Brown said that a year and a half ago the site was difficult to use, but was not sure if things have improved since then.  Jeff Thom encouraged us to try this fundraising tool, as many of our members use gift cards, and we would get a small percentage from them. Larry Johnson mentioned the idea of members bequeathing their fortune to AAVL.  Dawn Brush of Pampered Chef said that she was not sure when we will be receiving a check from the organization.  Finally, Paul encouraged everyone to participate in the Monthly Monetary Support program, which provides stable income for us.

Danette Dixon thanked Anisio Correia for facilitating the last Ins and Outs of Sight Loss     call, as she was not available that day.  There will be no community call in June or July.  Convention activities will include trivia with Next Generation affiliate, and two events regarding elder services.  The individual facilitators for these events will send questions to the panelists in advance of the calls. We will gladly pay for panelists if they are able to join us for the Sunday lunch.

Sharon Strzalkowski reported that a new membership idea is to ask our members when they are having birthdays, and then to call them as an expression of our care and concern for them.  She will place an article about this in the Hourglass.  Kathy Gerhardt reported that we now have 159 members.  Sandy Troiano would like to have a membership pitch on our Tuesday call, as many of the participants are not AAVL members.

Patricia Lipovsky of the publications committee said that she is still trying to get our public service announcement on ACB Media; she encouraged us to promote it on our local radio reading services.  We need someone to handle our Facebook page.

Jeff Thom reported that the winner of the Teddie Joy award has been selected, and will be presented at our annual membership meeting in July.

Jeff Thom is the new president of California AAVL, and Christy Crespin is the vice president.  Congratulations to them both!

Our annual membership meeting will take place on July 19 at 1 PM ET.  We decided to skip an August board meeting, as president Doug is away for most of the month.  Our next scheduled board meeting is on Sunday, September 7, 2025 at 8 PM ET.

Danette Dixon and Sharon Strzalkowski moved that we adjourn, and the motion passed.  The meeting concluded at 9:28 PM ET.

Respectfully submitted,
Sharon Strzalkowski
     


Alliance on Aging and Vision  Loss   Bo ard Meeting Minutes   June 1, 2025     President   Doug Powell called the meeting to order at 8:02  ET.  All board members were present, as well as several  guests.     Anisio Correia and Danette Dixon presented a motion to  accept the agenda, and the motion passed.     Danette  Dixon  and Jeff Thom moved the passage of the  minutes, and the motion passed.     Kathy Gerhardt presented the treasurer’s report, and  indicated that we have an ending balance  of   $15,424.18.   Sharon Strzalkowski and Danette moved passage of the  report, and the  motion   passed.     President Doug  Powell reported   a call with  Vision Serve  Alliance   regarding the Teddie Joy Law, and Jeff Thom  suggested that we contact senators in the fall when they are  in their home districts.   Perhaps the proposed law will be  reintroduced  before   primaries take place.     Doug  said   that he has appointed Christ y   Crespin as chair of  the nominating committee,  and Chris Hunsinge r   and Carol  Francisco as co - chairs of the membership committee.  Regina  Brink will serve as bylaws chair,  and Alice  Ritchhart  will join  Danette Dixon on the events committee.  Penny Reeder will  assist Lisa Ge o rge as co - editor of the Hourglass.    Jeff Thom  will lead the wards committee.    Penny Reeder, Sandy Troiano  and Patricia Lipovsky will serve on the  publications  committee.    

