Alliance on Aging and Vision Loss
Board Meeting Minutes

January 4, 2026

President Doug Powell called the meeting to order at 8:03 PM ET.  All board members and many guests were present.

The agenda and minutes from the previous board meeting were approved by board acclamation.

Treasurer Kathy Gerhardt reported that our ending balance as of December 31 is $15,563.33. Anisio Correia and Danette Dixon moved approval of the report and that it be filed for audit; the motion passed.  Larry Johnson wondered why this report is read to onboard members whereas minutes and other documents  are simply submitted to the board for review.  The consensus was to continue reading the short version of the treasurer’s report during the meeting.
President Doug reported that AAVL and the Aging and Vision Loss National Coalition have submitted two proposals for the upcoming National Council on Aging conference in May in Arlington, VA.  One session would address general accessibility for blind and low vision people in health care and senior service settings, and the other would focus on the increased possibility of falls and how to prevent them in the blind and low vision population.
Doug reminded board members and committee chairs of the strategic planning session to be held on January 13, 2026, and encouraged members to submit ideas about what AAVL should be focusing on in the future.
Everyone congratulated Penny Reeder on the recently published Hourglass newsletter.  Doug will see if this newsletter could be distributed to members of Vision Serve Alliance, which could then pass it on to their clients.
Anisio Correia reported that there will be two calls in January regarding the Area Agency on Aging project, and that an announcement have gone out to various lists within American Council of the Blind and its various affiliates. The first call will be on Friday, January 16, at 8 PM ET, and the second will be in the normal AAVL community call time slot on January 26 at 2 PM ET.
There was no fundraising committee report.

Danette Dixon reported that Claire Stanley or someone else from the national ACB office will speak about Social Security at our AAVL community call in February.  Belinda Collins will speak about cell phone help in March, and Danette welcomes any questions about the various cell phones available to the blindness community. Anisio offered to share experience of the Blind Shell during this March call.  
With regard to our national convention, Danette said that we will have a session on fall prevention and perhaps a joint session on nutrition with ACB Diabetics in Action. Perhaps ACBDA could join in our lunch and mixer.  Danette will also confirm the popular trivia night with Next Generation during the virtual portion of the convention.

Membership cochair Chris Hunsinger will be sending out a revised letter about membership benefits and how to submit dues.  Jeff Thom and Karyn Campbell made a motion that we supply two $50 gift cards for returning members, and one $50 gift card for a new member.  The motion passed, and the announcement  of the prize will be made at the April board meeting.
Sandy Troiano continues to have some 25 people on the Ins and Outs of Sight Loss call.
There is no announcement yet from the awards committee, reports Jeff Thom.

President Doug suggested that we have our annual membership meeting before the national ACB convention this year, since it is later than usual in July.  He will proposed dates for this meeting.
It was reported that our member Regina Brink very tragically lost her son on Christmas day.  Everyone expressed condolences. 
Doug will be at Ski for Light at the time of our next meeting, so vice president Anisio Correia will preside.  The meeting will be on February1, 2026, at 8 PM ET.
The meeting adjourned at 9:18 PM ET.

Respectfully submitted,

Sharon Strzalkowski

